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justified, then sooner or later she would be able to confront
Elizabeth with a combined demand from herself and James for
her release, a demand, the moral power of which Elizabeth
would find it hard to resist. And so James appeared on the
political horizons of both Mary and Elizabeth, as yet an enigma!

According to the brother of Mary's French secretary, who
gave a penetrating account of him about this time, James was
can old young man', very learned, quick to grasp a point and
fond of argument; having an excellent opinion of himself, de-
spising other princes and quite unaware of his relative poverty
and insignificance, hating to be surpassed by anyone In any-
thing he did, desirous to be thought brave and to be feared, but
really a coward. He was inordinately fond of hunting, like his
mother, and neglectful of affairs, though he complacently ex-
cused himself by claiming that he could dispatch as much busi-
ness in one hour as others in a day, since he watched, listened,
and spoke simultaneously; in fact, could do five things at once.
He was loud of voice and weak of body, restless, for ever
walking up and down with an odd, erratic gait. He was too fond
of favourites. His manners struck this Frenchman as very rude
and 'uncivil'. In short, he was rather more and a great deal less
than the simple, loving child whom Mary pictured.

Oddly enough, Elizabeth and her statesmen believed in
Mary's reputed influence over her son. So probably did Mary
herself, and she fostered It in Elizabeth by declaring - at best an
exaggeration - that James had agreed to associate himself with
her in the crown of Scotland, thus recognizing that her abdica-
tion of the throne at Loch Leven had been Invalid. If true, it was
a menace to Elizabeth. Yet at the same time It offered a welcome
opportunity.

Elizabeth perceived and welcomed in the supposed relations
of mother and son the chance of a humane solution to the pro-
blem of Mary. She saw the possibility of granting Mary her
liberty in some way to be agreed upon, provided that James
entered the English political circlea and that France, which had
always been solicitous about Mary's welfare, stood as joint
guarantor with James for her good conduct. If attainable - and